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EXHIBITION BACKGROUND

Mummies of the World bridges the gap between past and present, showing how science can shed light on history, the study of medicine and cultures around the world. Mummies of the World, presented by Exhibitions International, one of the leading exhibit producers in the United States, reveals how the scientific study of mummies provides a window into the lives of ancient people, offering unprecedented insights into past cultures and civilizations, and showcases galleries exploring how the study of mummies is linked to discoveries in modern medicine. Featuring a diverse collection of objects and specimens, including real human and animal mummies and related artifacts, Mummies of the World also demonstrates that mummification – through both natural and intentional processes – has taken place all over the globe from the hot desert sand of South America to remote European bogs.
Mummies of the World is a fascinating mix of old and new, including engaging interactive multi-media activities that illustrate how the tools of modern science enable researchers to study mummies in new and non-destructive  ways. Mummies of the World highlights real advances in the scientific methods used to study mummies, including Computed Tomography (CT), ancient DNA analysis and radiocarbon dating, all of which allow researchers to learn about the lives, history, and cultures of the mummies. This breathtaking exhibition offers visitors state-of-the-art multimedia and hands-on interactive stations to understand how mummies are created, where they come from, who they were, and how they lived.

Some of the intriguing stories featured within Mummies of the World include:

· The Orlovits family: Michael, Veronica and Johannes – who are part of a group of 18th-century mummies discovered in a long-forgotten church crypt in Vác, Hungary in 1994
· The Burns Collection is a unique collection of medical mummies from the University of Maryland, Baltimore dating from the early 19th century. The fascinating collection consists of human cadavers, individual pieces and sections of the body that were anatomically dissected and preserved to demonstrate and teach anatomy, pathology and surgery during the early stages of formalized medical education.  
· The Baron von Holz, a 17th-century nobleman believed to have died in or near Sommersdorf, Germany during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48), discovered by descendants of his relatives in the crypt of the family’s late 14th-century castle
· MUMAB, the first modern-day man-made mummy. Mummy of the University of Maryland at Baltimore, or MUMAB, was created in 1994 by Egyptologist Robert “Bob” Brier of Long Island University, and anatomist Ronald “Ronn” Wade of the University of Maryland, School of Medicine.
· Shrunken heads from South America typically associated with the Jivaro culture of Ecuador where members of the group have traditionally shrunk the head of enemies captured in battle.  Many times fakes were created to sell to tourists and it is interesting to see the differences between these souvenirs and genuine shrunken heads
· Complete and partial Egyptian mummies, illustrating how people were mummified and how the dead were treated in ancient Egypt.
· Animal mummies including a cat and a falcon mummy from ancient Egypt, a lizard naturally mummified in the Sahara desert, a hare from an Alpine glacier, and the head of a sloth, shrunken as training for preparing human heads in the Jivaro culture of Ecuador. 
· Artifacts including South American and ancient Egyptian burial objects;  salts and resins used in the mummification process of ancient Egypt, and objects associated with the modern mummification of MUMAB,  
More information about Mummies of the World: www.mummiesoftheworld.com. 
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